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shall attract the attention of the reader, to give him to understand what a 
worthy theme awaits his future study in'case he shall so elect. In such presenta- 
tion there is necessarily nothing that is new, essentially there is no place for 
the controversial topics. Even should the reader go no further than this plain 
presentation of the objects of study in the life of early societies, we can see how 
such a primer would make for the betterment of general knowledge. 

William Churchill. 

ECONOMIC GEOGRAPHY 

The American Transportation Question. By Samuel O. Dunn, xi and 
290 pp. Index. D. Appleton & Co., New York, 1912. $1.50. 7% x 5. 

This collection of articles and lectures by Mr. Dunn is a timely contribution 
on the economics of railroad operation in the United States. The author cor- 
rectly assumes the cost and the value of the carrier's service to be fundamental 
principles of ratemaking. These factors are not considered from the standpoint 
of abstract theory but as deductions of concrete investigations of railroad man- 
agement in the United States. 

The statistics given in two chapters on efficiency are instructive. The lower 
rate of the cost of construction per mile of railroads in the United States as 
compared with European railroads, as well as the lower capitalization per 
mile of track in this country, reveal the relatively advanced stage of railroad 
management in the United States. With regard to the relation of efficiency to 
economy or to public service the data used have been culled from all over the 
world. Mr. Dunn deserves credit for assembling these figures, which speak 
well again in favor of American roads. 

As regards the dissimilarity of conditions in the old and new world, the 
author seems not to concede enough importance to the fact that, while European 
roads are generally planned to meet the requirements of transportation, Ameri- 
can roads are often, on the other hand, built to create traffic. The significance 
of the resulting geographic problems is plain to all who have travelled in our 
West, where the laying of tracks has contributed in more than one instance to 
the peopling of barren expanses. 

Some interesting facts in economic geography may be gleaned from the 
chapter on railroads and inland waterways. The impression conveyed is that 
of a decided bias in favor of the latter. True, it is shown that arguments 
based on the economic development of waterways in Europe cannot be made to 
apply conclusively to conditions in the United States, where railroad transporta- 
tion rates are almost as low as the usual European canal or river rates. At the 
same time, the importance of inland waterways in the transportation of non- 
perishable commodities that do not require rapid moving has not been brought 
out with sufficient force to demonstrate how a preventative against excessive 
railroad rates can be thereby assured. Here the need of regulation becomes 
apparent at once. The last two chapters are devoted to a study of Government 
regulation, the subject being treated both as applying to American conditions 
and from the standpoint of the general principles by which it is affected. The 
author lucidly presents the main facts involved in this complex problem. His 
views on the personnel of State railroad Commissions are sound. Neither the 
cowboy who has "killed his man" nor the brakeman who has lost both legs in 
a railroad accident are persons to whom the solving of regulation problems can 
be satisfactorily entrusted. Leon Dominian. 

EDUCATIONAL GEOGRAPHY 

Der wetterkundliche Unterricht : Ein systematischer Lehrgang. Von Dr. 
Franz Linke in Gemeinschaft mit Jacob Clossner. 2. und 3. durchgesehene 
Auflage. viii and 177 pp. Ills. Franz Auflahrt, Frankfurt am Main, 1912. 
Mk. 3.50. 9 x sH- 

Since the publication, in 1909, of Ward's "Practical Exercises in Elementary 
Meteorology," we have had no book devoted entirely to the subject of the 
meteorological work which may be undertaken during the school years. With 
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a keen appreciation of the value of elementary meteorology as a disciplinary 
study, and of the importance of the subject in everyday life, the authors of the 
present volume have given us a well-arranged outline of the work which may 
be undertaken during nine years of the school course. From the simplest weather 
observations the scholar is led on through the graphic presentation of his data 
to the study of the daily weather maps — a logical order which, under the guid- 
ance of a good teacher, cannot fail to interest the children. The book is, of 
course, especially adapted for use in German, but the general scheme of work 
might be followed anywhere with distinct advantage. R. DeC. Ward. 

Compendium of Mathematical, Physical and Political Geography. 

[In Yiddish.] By Alexander Harkavy. Vol. I, xv and 358 pp. Vol. II, xii 
and 414 pp. Ills., index. Hebrew Publishing Co., New York, 1911. $1. 

8 x 5^. 

This elementary geographical work is in many respects exceptional, even 
unique. It is written not only in a very peculiar language, a Judeo-German 
dialect, commonly called Yiddish (also Jargon), and spoken at present by about 
three-fourths of the Jewish people, but also with quite a different object than the 
usual elementary geographies in any other living language. The author had 
in view grown-up people, fathers and mothers, but not school children. In his 
preface he calls attention to the exceptional condition of the Yiddish literature, 
that "while it is relatively rich in compilations on speculative subjects, on 
history, political economy, philosophy, etc., it is very poor in works on element- 
ary knowledge, which is the foundation of education and a necessary introduction 
to such high subjects." Then he adds that there is an especial lack in writings 
on elementary geographical subjects in Yiddish. 

This is remarkable indeed. It seems incredible to a stranger, not only to 
a Gentile, but even to a Jew who is not familiar with the Yiddish literature. 
Mr. Harkavy, who is well known among Jews as an author of educational 
books, especially of dictionaries, gives one, the most important explanation of 
this striking fact, when he says in his preface that "in compiling this geography 
the author took into consideration that the persons who would make use of it 
will have to be their own teachers, and he, therefore, arranged it on broader 
lines than geographies for school, adapted specially for such of our people as 
did not receive the ordinary elementary education in public schools." 

At any rate, credit must be given to Mr. Harkavy for his efforts to compile 
not only an elementary geography for grown-up people, but to use such popular 
expressions as to be understood by persons who have no more knowledge of 
geography than their children, when they begin to learn in schools this most 
necessary and useful subject. Let the reader imagine a geography, written for 
such English-speaking folk as have never attended public school, never been 
taught elementary geography, history, grammar, or even arithmetic, and he will 
understand what difficulties Mr. Harkavy had to overcome in his work. Very 
often he has had to coin new terms, to create new expressions. Mr. Harkavy 
made use of quite a number of geographies in the different languages which he 
masters. He had in view mostly Yiddish readers in United States, Canada and 
English-speaking countries generally, as the English words in parentheses show. 
Of the two volumes the first contains the mathematical, cosmographic and physi- 
cal parts. The second volume is devoted to political geography, the United 
States occupying the first and most prominent space. It is a very useful book 
for Yiddish readers. Jacob Rombro. 

HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY 

A Commentary on Herodotus. With Introduction and Appendices by 
W. W. How and J. Wells. Vol. I (Books I-IV), xii and 446 pp.; maps. 
Vol. II (Books V-IX), viii and 423 pp. ; maps. Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1912. 
$2.50 for each vol. 7% x 5% each. 

In connection with the academic end to which the volumes of this commen- 
tary are addressed the authorities upon classical studies will pass judgment 



